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Sumoto Castle Ruins — National Historic Site
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1 Sumoto Castle - Location and View

Sumoto Castle is located at the top of Mt. Mikuma, which rises about 133 meters above sea level on the central eastern side of Awaji Island, facing Osaka Bay. From the main keep base,
visitors can enjoy a sweeping view of the Sumoto Plain, Osaka Bay, the Akashi Strait, and the Kitan Strait, making it an ideal location for monitoring the surrounding land and waters.
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2 Sumoto Castle - History

Sumoto Castle is sald to have been built in 1526 (the 6th year of the Dalei era) by Atagi Okino-kami Haruoki.

In 1519 (the 16th year of the Eishd era), Awajl's military governor, Hosokawa Naoharu, was defeated by Miyoshi Yukinaga of Awa Province, leaving Awaji Istand without a military governor. In
the resulting power vacuum, local lords gradually expanded their influence. The Atagi clan, a powerful local family that commanded the Awaji navy, built eight castles on Awaji Island, one of
which was Sumoto Castle...

In 1549 (the 18th year of the Tenbun era), Miyoshi Nagayoshi' s younger brother, Fuyuyasu, became an adopted son of the Atagi family and took control of the Awaji navy. From Fuyuyasu's
time onward, the political center of Awaji gradually shifted from the Mihara Plain to Sumoto. In 1581 (the Sth year of the Tenshs era), under orders from Oda Nobunaga, Hashiba (Toyotomi)
Hideyoshi launched an invasion of Awaji, forcing the Atagi clan and other local lords to surrender. The following year (1582), Sengoku Hidehisa, a retainer of Hideyoshi, entered Sumoto
Castle, bringing an end to the era of the local lords.

In 1585 (the 13th year of the Tenshd era), Hidehisa was transferred to Sanuki Province, and Wakisaka Yasuharu, one of the famed “Seven Spears of Shizugatake,” took command of the
castle. During the Wakisaka era, Sumoto Castle was renovated into a full stone-walled castle A secondary castle was also built at the northern foot of Mt. Mikuma, called the “Lower Castle”
to distinguish it from the “Upper Castle” on the mountaintop. The Uchimachi district, a castle town dating back to the Atagi period, is still a populated area of Sumoto city and was further
developed at that time.

In 1609 (the 14th year of the Keiché era), the Wakisaka clan was transferred to Ozu in lyo Province, and Sumoto Castle came under the stewardship of Todd Takatora. From that point on, the
Upper Castle was no longer used and effectively fell into ruin.

In 1615 (the 1st year of the Genna era), Hachi itsushige, who had disti
Kan'ei era), a palace was constructed within the Lower Castle, and the

himself in the Siege of Osaka, was granted all of Awaji Island. Beginning in 1631 (the 8th year of the
i district was ing the layout of the Sumoto Castle town.
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{Prohibited acts)

@Altering the current state of the site @Taking artifacts @Starting a fire @Leaving litter @Collecting plants or animals
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3 Sumoto Castle - territory

The present territory of Sumoto Castle dates back to the Wakisaka era. The main enclosure (Honmaru), the Southern Bailey
(Minaminomaru), and the Eastern Bailey (Higashinomaru) form the central compound, whose outer perimeter is piled with
tall stone walls. Supplementing this core area, the Musha-dame (warrior' s gathering place) lies to the east of the Eastern
Bailey, the Uma-ya (stables) to the south, and the Western Bailey (Nishinomaru) across a valley to the west of the
Southern Bailey.

At the northern foot of the mountain, there was another castle distinct from the “Upper Castle” on the mountaintop, known
as the “Lower Castle.” Connecting the Upper and Lower Castles were two sloping stone walls (nobori-ishigaki), which
greatly strengthened the castle and are regarded as the most distinctive feature of Sumoto Castle.
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4 Sumoto Castle — Stone Walls

The stone walls are retaining
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building stones, core stones, and a soil layer (either

embankment fil or natural ground). The technique of building tall stone walls advanced dramatically during the latter half of the
Sengoku period.
Most of Sumoto Castle' s stone walls were built using Izumi sandstone from Mt. Mikuma, sourced locally. Construction began in
1585 (the 13th year of the Tensho era), after Wakisaka Yasuharu took command of the castle, and continued through the Bunroku,
Keichd, and Kan' ei periods. These walls reflect the transition of stone wall construction from the late Sengoku period into the early

Edo period.
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The Great Earthquake and Sumoto Castle
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In 1585 (the 13th year of the Tensho era), Wakisaka Yasuharu took command of Sumoto Castle and renovated it into a castle with complete stone walls.
The Wakisaka Shogun held the castle for 24 years, until 1609 (the 14th year of the Keicho era), during which time the castle’ s enclosures underwent
repeated expansion and reconstruction.

In 1596 (the 5th year of the Bunroku era), the Keich6 Fushimi Earthquake, a massive tremor, struck mainly the Kinai region, causing extensive damage. In
a report sent to the Jesuit Order, Luis Frois, a missionary in Japan at the time, wrote that “the foremost castle in Awaji Province, together with the
surrounding lands, was completely destroyed and left in ruins.” It is believed that Sumoto Castle suffered severe damage to both its buildings and stone
walls as a result of this earthquake.

When the stone walls of the Mizu-no-te-kuruwa (Water Supply Bailey) in the Eastern Bailey were dismantled for repairs in 2000 (the 12th year of the
Heisei era), an older stone wall was discovered behind them. This suggests that after the original walls collapsed in the Keicho Fushimi Earthquake, they

were left in place and a new wall was constructed in front of them. ﬁo);q,zka)qigﬂEiﬁa){ng
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Nobori-Ishigaki (Stone Walls)
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Sumoto Castle has two stone wall structures running east and west that connect the Upper
Castle on the mountaintop with the Lower Castle at the foot of the mountain. These are known
as nobori-ishigaki (“climbing stone walls”), and they are said to have linked the two castles
while reinforcing the castle’ s defenses.

Climbing stone walls are also found in Japanese castles (wa-jo) built on the Korean Peninsula
during Toyotomi Hideyoshi’ s invasions of Korea. Wakisaka Yasuharu, lord of Sumoto Castle, led
the Awaji navy in those campaigns, and it is believed that he built Sumoto’s climbing stone
walls after returning to Japan.

A distinctive feature of Sumoto Castle’ s climbing stone walls is that they are constructed in a
stepped pattern along steep slopes. In addition, on the outer (eastern) side of the eastern
climbing stone wall, a vertical moat (tatebori) was built, an innovation that further enhanced the
defensive effectiveness of the walls.

Similar climbing stone walls can still be seen at Hikone Castle, Matsuyama Castle in lyo, Yonago
Castle, and Takeda Castle in Tajima.
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Stone walls and tiles of the Honmaru back entrance
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During the recent excavation survey in connection with the rebuilding of the stone wall on the west side of the Honmaru’ s rear entrance (karameteguchi),
a stone embankment measuring approximately 20.0 meters in length and 1.5 meters in height was discovered. It is thought that this structure was built
to reinforce defenses protecting the rear gate.

Upon examining the inside of the embankment, a large quantity of roof tiles was discovered. Normally, the interior of stone walls is filled with rubble
stones, but in this case, only the embankment contained an abundance of tiles. Since these tiles are slightly older than those unearthed from the
surrounding area, they are believed to have originated from buildings that collapsed during the Keicho Fushimi earthquake. Among the tiles, inscribed
pieces were found, written characters such as “Shikibc” and “R6s0,” terms related to temples. Notably, a round tile inscribed with the era name “Tensho
9” (1581) was also excavated.
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Nishinomaru and the quarry
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The stone walls of Sumoto Castle are mostly built with Izumi sandstone and conglomerate. Since Mikuma-yama, the mountain where the
castle stands, is itself composed of Izumi sand and gravel rock, the stones were procured locally.

In the Nishi-no-maru (West Bailey), there are several holes in the central area of the enclosure. These are traces from quarrying, indicating
that this place once served as a stone quarry. When cutting stone, workers made holes called bore holes (ya-ana), into which wedges were
driven to split the rocks.

Some of building stones used in the stone castle walls of Sumoto Castle still retain these bore hole. In addition, two “disappointing stones”
(zannen-ishi)—blocks that were drilled with bore hole but never used as building stones—remain in the Nishi-no-maru.
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